Nondenominational 

Services  Initiated 

by  Rick  Serrano 


Nondenominational  religious  ser- 
vices have  been  planned  and  initiated 
to  be  held  regularly  on  campus  for  all 
students,  faculty,  administration  per- 
sonnel, and  staff  members. 

This  new  program  is  the  result  of  a 
poll  of  Protestant  students  in  the  dorms 
drawn  up  by  Sister  Margaret  Cook  and 
Kay  Nolop.  A meeting  held  March  22 
revealed  the  results  of  the  poll  and 
planned  consequent  proposals.  Fr. 
Frank  Schuele,  Sr.  Margaret  Cook,  the 
students  from  both  sections  of  Liturgi- 
cal Celebration  class,  and  Liz  Gatton, 
an  active  member  in  Campus  Minis- 
try, attended. 


It  was  reported  that  75%  of  the  resi- 
dent students  had  been  contacted.  Of 
these,  34,  almost  exactly  1/5  of  the 
resident  population,  are  not  Catholic. 
This  meant  that  20%  are  non-Catholic. 
And  50%  of  the  Catholic  students  con- 
tacted requested  specific  nondenomi- 
national religous  services. 


On  the  basis  of  the  data  presented 
and  the  impressions  of  the  interview- 
ers, a few  generalizations  were  made. 
The  Protestant  students,  recognizing 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  have 
church  services  for  all  denominations 
on  campus,  requested  a nondenomina- 
tional service.  The  Protestant  students 
were  particularly  enthused  in  having 
weekly  services  and  their  church’s 
communion  service  whenever  pos- 
sible. Several  volunteered  to  help  in 
any  way  they  could.  A trend  was  deter- 


mined among  all  resident  students  to 
seek  worship  opportunities  outside  the 
walls  of  their  respective  sanctuaries. 

Upon  these  presentations,  three  pro- 
posals were  made.  They  were  dis- 
cussed briefly  and  carried  by  the  unan- 
imous vote  of  all  eleven  present.  They 
are: 

* A Protestant  service  be  held  on 
campus  at  noon  each  day.  These  are  to 
be  conducted  by  a minister  but  remain 
nondenominational.  If  no  minister  is 
available,  a Bible-and-prayer  service 
will  be  held. 

* A committee  of  four  Protestant  stu- 
dents be  formed.  This  group  would  be 
responsible  for  the  programming  and 
specific  planning  of  worship  services. 

* An  interdenominational  worship 
service  be  scheduled  on  Parents'  week- 
end. This  to  be  accompanied  by  a regu- 
lar, student-oriented  Mass  and,  if  the 
Sisters  so  desired,  the  11:15  Sunday 
Mass  as  usual. 

* Pat  McAndrew  approach  the  Pro- 
gram Board,  requesting  a stipend  and 
travel  expenses  fora  minister.  The  min- 
ister would  be  contacted  by  Liz  Gatton. 


Although  many  people  are  under  the 
impression  that  Transcendental  Medi- 
tation is  an  act  of  contemplation  or  con- 
centration involving  great  control  and 
effort,  according  to  David  Hinchman, 
the  Kansas  City  co-ordinator  for  the 
Students’  International  Meditation  So- 
ciety (SIMS),  meditation  does  not  in- 
volve any  of  these  processes. 

Instead,  it  is  a simple,  natural  tech- 
nique practiced  for  a few  minutes  twice 
a day  as  a preparation  for  more  dyna- 
mic, creative  activity.  Transcendental 
Meditation  (TM)  is  not  a religion  or 
philosophy  and  is  in  no  way  contradic- 
tory to  any  beliefs  a person  might  hold. 

Meditation  is  an  automatic  process 
in  which  an  individual  experiences  a 
thought  at  finer  and  finer  levels  of  the 
thought.  Any  one  can  practice  it  and  it 
is  easy  to  learn. 

The  teachers  of  TM  hold  that  by  prac- 
ticing meditation  a person  can  expand 
his  consciousness  and  capacity  to 
think,  have  more  energy  and  creativ- 
ity, and  be  better  able  to  relate  to 
people. 

Besides  the  intellectual  benefits, 
meditation  has  been  found  to  produce 
physiological  advantages.  Recent  in- 
vestigations at  Harvard  and  UCLA 
have  indicated  that  during  TM  a per- 
son is  in  a deep  state  of  rest,  yet  ment- 
ally alert.  This  deep  level  of  rest  could 


be  useful  in  lowering  the  level  of  stress 
and  tension  which  inhabit  an  indivi- 
dual’s ability  to  function. 

The  source  of  this  instruction  is  from 
the  Maharishi,  a title  meaning  “great 
sage”  or  “teacher.”  Maharishi  Ma- 
hesh  Yogi  began  teaching  the  techni- 
que in  the  U.  S.  in  1959.  In  the  early  60’s 
Maharishi  began  to  train  teachers  of 
TM;  there  are  presently  over  3,000  qual- 
ified teachers  in  the  U.  S. 

SIMS  started  in  the  K.  C.  area  about 
three  and  a half  years  ago,  and  today 
there  are  about  1600  meditators  in  the 
area.  Since  1965  the  Society  has  nearly 
doubled  in  size  each  year,  with  over 

200.000  meditators  in  the  U.  S.  and 

350.000  throughout  the  world  in  more 
than  56  countries. 

SIMS  offers  a series  of  two  free  intro- 
ductory lectures  on  TM  which  explain 
its  benefits  and  introduce  some  of  the 
mechanics  of  meditation.  After  thp  lec- 
tures a comprehensive  course  of  in- 
struction is  available.  The  basic  course 
involves  about  two  hours  on  four  con- 
secutive days  with  a follow-up  that  ex- 
tends over  a two  period. 

An  introductory  lecture  on  TM  will  be 
given  in  the  Campus  Ministry  Office  in 
Marion  Center  on  Monday,  April  30,  at 
1 p.m.  All  interested  faculty,  students, 
and  friends  of  Avila  are  invited  to 
attend. 


Student  Publication  of  Avila  College 


Further  information  concerning  a 
variety  of  worship  experiences,  from 
now  until  the  end  of  the  semester,  will 
be  posted.  Presently  scheduled  Protes- 
tant services  will  be  on  Monday,  April 
16  (interfaith  Holy  Week  service)  at 
1:00  and  on  April  27,  May  4 and  May  1 1 
from  12:00  to  12:30. 


Senator  William  J.  Cason,  D-Clinton,  President  Pro  Tem  of 
the  Missouri  Senate  is  shown  with  the  symbol  of  the  "Legisla- 
tive Hot  Line",  a program  to  enable  any  citizen  to  find  out 
what  the  legislature  is  doing  by  calling  his  local  public  library. 
Cason,  author  of  the  "Sunshine  Bill",  to  open  all  government 
meetings  to  the  public,  has  secured  the  wholehearted  support 
of  numerous  statewide  organizations  for  his  information  plan. 
The  Advertising  Council  of  Missouri  has  prepared,  at  no  cost 
to  the  state,  a complete  advertising  program,  using  all  media, 
which,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Press,  Broadcasters,  and 
Cable  TV  Associations,  will  promote  the  "Hot  Line"  on  a 
sustaining  basis.  Cason  says:  "Knowledge  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  dispel  the  public's  cynicism  about  their  government. 
Lack  of  information  creates  fear  of  the  unknown  and  there- 
fore a credibility  gap.  We  are  going  to  let  the  light  in  even  if 
we  have  to  take  the  top  off  the  Capitol."  Where  there  is  no 
public  library  in  the  county,  call  the  High  School  in  the 
county  seat  city. 
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Dear  Editor 

When  I started  writing  this  letter,  my 
intention  was  to  criticize  the  Free  Fall, 
not  for  what  has  been  written  but 
rather  for  what  has  not  been  accom- 
plished. However,  as  I began  jotting 
down  my  thoughts  I suddenly  realized 
how  very  easy  it  is  to  criticize  and  find 
fault  with  the  responsibility  of  some- 
one else  and  how  unproductive  this 
kind  of  negative  letter  could  be.  So  I de- 
cided to  turn  my  thoughts  to  the  posi- 
tive turn  of  events  of  the  last  several 
weeks. 

As  an  officer  of  the  Avila  for  almost 
four  years,  I have  been  tremendously 
impressed  by  the  work  of  SAS  (Student- 
Administration-Staff)  since  its  incep- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1970.  This  organi- 
zation’s greatest  strength  is  the  open 
communication  that  exists  between 
student  representatives  and  adminis- 
trative personnel  who  can  make  decis- 
ions without  having  to  go  through 
“channels."  This  is  the  way  it  should  be 
on  a small  campus. 


Think  of  the  perfect  crime  . . . 
then  go  one  step  further. 

Sleuth 


by  Donald  Tabberer 

Think  of  the  perfect  film  . . . then  go 
one  step  further:  you  come  to  Joseph  L. 
Manldewicz'  production  of  Anthony 
Shaffer's  play  SLEUTH.  Starring  Lau- 
rence Olivier  and'Michael  Caine,  this 
film  is  at  once  funny,  surprising,  chill- 
ing and,  above  all,  entertaining. 

The  evening  I spent  watching 
SLEUTH  was  one  of  the  most  exciting 
evenings  I’ve  spent  in  a movie  theatre 
in  a long  time.  The  technique  with 
which  Olivier  executes  each  portion  of 
the  crime  is  absolutely  brilliant.  There 
is  a clean  simplicity  about  his  every 
movement  and  gesture  that  is  astound- 
ing. Everything  Olivier  does  has  mean- 
ing; he  wastes  nothing. 

Michael  Caine  has  also  done  great 
things  with  this  film.  He  plays  two 
characters  in  the  play  and  each  one  is 
so  different  that  one  would  never  know 
he  was  playing  both  roles. 

The  script  concerns  a British  my- 
stery writer  whose  wife  wants  a di- 
vorce so  that  she  can  marry  a younger 
man.  The  writer  (Olivier)  invites  the 
young  man  (Caine)  to  visit  him  at  his 
home  in  the  country:  here  the  game  be- 
gins. The  ending  is  too  good  to  reveal; 
I’ll  only  say  that  it  is  more  than  a sur- 
prise — it  is  a shock!  (SLEUTH  is  now 
playing  at  the  Embassy  Theatre  on  the 
Plaza.) 


Over  the  years  I have  worked  on 
numerous  subcommittees  comprised  of 
students  and  staff  members  and  have 
been  very  pleased  with  the  working  re- 
lationship and  results  achieved.  How- 
ever, I think  we  have  just  barely  open- 
ed the  door  and  that  most  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  accomplishment  is  still  be- 
fore us.  But  results  can  only  be 
achieved  if  we  work  together  and  de- 
fine each  other’s  problems  and  needs. 

For  these  reasons,  I have  been  tre- 
mendously excited  about  the 
Communications  Workshop  which  will 
provide  the  opportunity  for  an  open 
dialogue  between  students,  faculty  and 
staff  to  be  extended  to  a much  larger 
group.  Although  I realize  that  by  the 
time  this  letter  is  printed  in  the  paper 
the  workshop  will  be  history,  I never- 
theless hope  that  there  will  be  much 
participation  and  from  this  experience 
we  can  begin  really  working  toward 
accomplishing  things  on  this  campus 
that  maybe  have  long  been  needed  but 
that  no  one  recognized. 

In  closing  I’m  reminded  of  an  an- 
cient proverb  which  I believe  to  be 
relevant.  “People  who  work  together 
build  mountains  and  people  who  fight, 
kill  each  other  and  build  nothing.” 

Ron  Bennett 
Director  of  Development  and 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Avila  College  Board  of  Trustees 


To  The  Editor: 

There  are  165  courageous  people  at 
the  Dow  Chemical  plant  in  Bay  City 
which  has  been  on  strike  for  14  months. 
They  would  like  to  enlist  the  aid  of  your 
newspaper  and  members  of  the  stu- 
dent body  so  that  we  may  survive.  Dow 
Chemical  is  using  its  unlimited  re- 
sources in  an  attempt  to  destroy  us 
economically  and  eliminate  the  collec- 
tive bargaining  process  of  our  Local 
Union  which  is  14055  of  the  United 
Steelworkers. 

Many  workers  and  their  families 
have  suffered  unlimited  hardships  in 
the  loss  of  income  and  personal  pro- 
perty which  they  have  had  to  sell  in  or- 
der to  feed  their  families  because  Dow 
Chemical  refuses  to  resolve  an  unjust 
labor  dispute  provoked  by  Dow 
Chemical  and  its  local  management. 

In  the  interest  of  humanity  we  ask 
that  you  print  this  letter  in  your  college 
paper  and  that  the  student  body  aid  us 
by  refusing  to  buy  Handi-wrap  plastic 
food  wrap  and  Ziploc  bags  which  are 
made  at  the  Bay  City  plant. 

Please  print  this  letter  in  your  stu- 
dent newspaper. 

Thank  you, 

Martin  Schwerin 
401  N.  Chilson  St. 

Bay  City.  Michigan 
Local  14055 


Editor 
Free  Fall 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  comment  on  a letter  published  in  a re- 
cent issue  of  Free  Fall  concerning  a 
lack  of  campus  concern  over  the  down- 
ing of  a plane  filled  with  civilians  by 
Israel  when  there  had  been  active  pro- 
test to  the  killing  of  Israeli  Olympic 
athletes  last  fall. 

First:  I did  see  at  least  one  black  arm 
band  with  a crescent  moon  and  star  be- 
ing worn  on  campus  after  Israel’s  ac- 
tion. This,  like  the  arm  bands  worn  in 
the  fall,  was  worn  in  memory  of  those 
who  died. 

Second:  If  the  authors  of  the  letter 
were  concerned  enough  to  write  to  this 
paper,  why  didn't  they  begin  a move- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  plane’s  down- 
ing rather  than  question  a lack  of  any 
movement? 

Third:  I personally  find  that  the 
downing  of  this  plane  as  regrettable  as 
the  results  were,  was  hardly  on  the 
same  level  as  the  Olympic  murders. 
The  plane  was  in  violation  of  Israeli  air 
space  by  accident.  Israel  may  have 
used  poor  judgment  in  downing  the 
plane,  but  it  was  hardly  planned  terror- 
ism as  was  the  Olympic  raid. 

Fourth:  If  arm  bands  and  ceremon- 
ies are  the  way  to  show  how  one  feels 
about  killings  which  are  basically 
political  in  nature,  why  didn’t  the 
authors  of  the  letter  break  our  arm 
bands  and  hold  ceremonies  when  Arab 
terrorists  killed  U.  S.  diplomats  in 
Sudan?  If  Israel  were  concerned  with 
purposely  killing  civilians,  couldn’t 
they  do  so  in  the  same  dramatic 
manner  as  Black  September?  For  that 
matter,  did  Israel  have  to  end  the  last 
open  Mideast  war  in  one  week?  The 
Arabs  were  not  beaten  — they  had  their 
asses  thoroughly  kicked.  Israel  is  fight- 
ing for  her  life.  Would  you  wear  a black 
arm  band  if  she  should  meet  with  her 
death? 

Dennis  Gibson 


Editor: 

One  opinion  of  Avila  was  expressed 
in  “Open  Forum”  of  The  Student  Pub- 
lication of  Avila  College.  I would  like  to 
express  my  opinion  and  also  perhaps 
another  side  of  the  issue. 

I do  not  feel  like  a trapped  audience  in 
classes,  even  when  attendance  is  re- 
quired. The  University  that  I attended 
before  transferring  To  Avila  was  large 
and  impersonal  to  my  way  of  thinking. 
I enjoy  the  fact  that  I get  personal 
attention  and  the  immediate  feedback 
available  during  the  class  session.  The 
classroom  is  my  only  true  contact  with 
the  Avila  world  since  I commute,  but 
what  I know  of  Avila  I like  very  much 
because  it  fulfills  my  needs. 


Patricia  Wright 


Editor: 

Any  student  wishing  a summer  job  in  ’ 
the  country  of  Austria  should  apply 
now.  Paying  student  jobs  are  available 
on  a first  come,  first  served  basis  to  any 
student  aged  17  through  27.  The  major- 
ity of  jobs  are  in  hotels,  mountain  and 
lakeside  resorts,  and  restaurants. 
Standard  wages  are  paid  — plus  free 
room  and  board.  This  means  that  only 
a few  weeks  on  the  job  easily  earns 
back  the  cost  of  the  school  charter 
flight  or  youth  fare  air  ticket. 

Most  jobs  do  not  require  knowledge 
of  a foreign  language,  and  experience 
counts  less  than  willingness  to  work, 
ability  to  adapt  to  foreign  life,  and  the 
maintenance  of  an  open  mind.  Oppor- 
tunities for  this  practical,  inexpensive 
way  to  spend  time  in  Europe  are  given 
out  as  fast  as  students  apply,  and  the 
working  papers  are  processed.  Jobs  are 
matched  as  closely  as  possible  to  each 
student’s  choice.  This  work  is  done  by 
the  SOS  — Student  Overseas  Services, 
a Luxembourg  student-run  organiza- 
tion specializing  in  helping  American 
students  in  Europe  for  the  past  15 
years.  SOS  also  provides  a brief  orien- 
tation in  Europe  to  insure  each  student 
worker  a good  start  on  the  job  in 
Europe. 

Students  interested  in  obtaining  a 
summer  job  in  Austria  may  obtain 
application  forms,  job  listings  and  de- 
scriptions, and  the  SOS  handbook  on 
earning  a trip  to  Europe  by  sending 
their  name,  address,  educational  insti- 
tution, and  $1  (for  printing,  postage, 
addressing  and  handling)  to:  Summer 
Placement,  SOS,  Box  5173,  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.  93108. 

Student  Overseas  Services 


ST.  MARY  S 
HOSPITAL 

A 385-bed  Health  Care  Facility 

Operated  by  The  Sisters  of 
Saint  Mary 

Serving  the  Kansas  City  Area 
Since  1909 


STAFF  NURSES 

Eager  to  practice  clinical  nursing  in  an 
innovative  health  care  setting,  in  a cli- 
mate conducive  to  personal  and  profes- 
sional growth.  We  offer  this  unique 
opportunity. 

For  information,  call  Mrs.  Williams, 
Personnel  Department,  753-5700  (ext. 
229),  101  Memorial  Drive. 
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The  New  Negro 


by 

Karyn  Michelle  Robinson 


I heard  this  girl  say  once  that  she 
knew  not  what  to  call  me.  I suggested 
she  call  me  Karyn,  though  I knew  quite 
well  what  she  meant.  I smiled  to  let  her 
know  that  I had  not  taken  her  remark 
as  an  insult  and  offered  her  a rap  ses- 
sion on  the  colored  man,  the  Negro,  the 
Black  man,  and  the  outright  nigger. 

Well,  I said  to  her,  had  someone 
called  me  Black  ten  years  ago  there  def- 
initely would  have  been  a change  in 
their  appearance  (not  to  mention  the 
rumor  that  would  have  started  to  ex- 
plain it). 

Fifteen  years  ago,  1958,  I was  four 
years  old  and  colored.  I wouldn  t have 

settled  for  Negro,  because  colored 


sounded  so  much  nicer  and  this  way  no 
one  would  know  exactly  what  color  I 
was.  (Dumb).  Four  years  later  I de- 
cided what  the  heck,  call  me  Negro,  I’m 
proud.  (Proud  you  see,  was  the  thing  to 
be).  No  sooner  had  I adjusted  to  Negro, 
that  Black  was  where  it  was  at.  So,  in 
1965,  I became  Black  and  proud. 

Not  knowing  exactly  what  it  was  all 
about,  but  having  an  older  sister  to 
keep  me  up  to  date,  I decided  to  just 
that  will  steal  a buck  from  you  if  you 
have  one  more  than  him.  His  unique- 
ness is  that  he  comes  in  all  colors. 

She  looked  at  me  and  smiled,  but  I 
knew  her  confusion.  I thought  desper- 
ately for  a word  or  phrase  to  make  it 
hang  in  there.As  I got  older  I began  to 
understand  these  transitions,  and  to- 
day I have  an  entirely  new  perspective 
on  colored,  Negro,  Black  and  nigger. 

A colored  person  is  one  of  color.  It  his 


color  is  Black  and  he  chooses  to  be 
called  “colored”,  he  would  be  looked 
upon  today  as  a white  man  in  black 
skin,  better  known  as  an  oreo. 

The  Negro,  or  one  who  chooses  to  be 
so  called,  is  usually  thought  of  as  a tom. 
He’s  a white  man’s  flunky  and  can’t 
break  away  from  the  “yessah’s”. 

The  Black  man  is  one  of  pride  and 
dignity.  He  thinks  for  himself  and 
values  himself  as  an  equal  to  all  men. 
His  head  is  completely  together  and  he 
knows  where  he’s  coming  from  and 
where  he  must  go.  He  cares  and  he 
shares  but  you  can’t  bullshit  him  be- 
cause he’s  educated  or  trying  his  best  to 
be.  . 

The  nigger,  on  the  other  hand,  is  this 
trifling  and  shiftless  character  we’ve 
all  heard  so  much  about.  He’s  the  one 
simplistic  because  I knew  she  wanted 
and  needed  to  understand.  I guess  I al- 
so knew  that  she  never  really  would  be- 
cause it  isn’t  something  that’s  learned, 
but  experienced.  Our  session  was  over 
and  we  both  left.  1 wanted  to  cry  for  her 
ignorance  of  my  life.  Here  was  a young 


woman  who  knew  nothing  of  a people 
with  which  she  must  share  a world. 

I continued  on  with  the  day  s activ- 
ity, but  the  thought  of  my  previous  con- 
versation haunted  me.  I wanted  this 
girls  to  know  the  anguish  and  torment 
that  went  along  with  a Black  child  ten 
years  ago.  Had  she  ever  been  ashamed 
of  her  white  skin  or  wished  that  her 
mother  had  been  Black?  She  should 
know  that  years  ago,  Black  kids  cursed 
GOD  for  their  color  and  prayed  that 
their  hair  would  grow  long  and  become 
less  kinky.  It  was  an  insult  to  have 
thick  lips  or  a wide  nose,  but  above  all. 
let  me  not  be  the  darker  shade  of  brown. 

We  were  colored. 

Then  came  the  realism  that  we  were 
only  inferior  if  we  let  ourselves  be  and 
Black  leaders  preached  to  us  of  our  his- 
torical struggles  and  demanded  an  up- 
rising. It  sounded  good,  but  we  were 
still  afraid.  We  were  Negroes. 

Then  there  was  the  death  of  Mal- 
colm X and  our  own  private  revolu- 
tions began.  A revolution  of  the  Black 
mind.  This  was  the  turning  point.  This 
was  when  we  would  no  longer  settle  for 
second  but  knew  it  would  be  a fight  for 
first-rate  equality.  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  told  us  of  a promised  land  and  every- 
one has  to  have  a hope.  We  realized  we 
had  been  brainwashed  for  centuries 
passed,  but  not  any  more.  Our  kinky 
hair  was  a gift  and  our  dark  skin  was 
beauty.  Black  kids  were  given  Black 
idols  and  self-respect.  Black  meant 
beautiful  not  evil,  and  proud  was  how 
we  must  feel.  This  made  all  the  differ- 
ence. We  were  told  that  it  would  take 
time  and  during  this  time  we  were  to  ed- 
ucate ourselves.  Attend  the  white 
man’s  school.  Allow  him  to  teach  you 
and  learn  well.  We  are  Black. 

As  our  attitudes  changed,  our  lable 
changed. 

Yes,  I felt  she  should  know  this,  so  I 
caught  up  with  her  later  and  told  her. 
She  wanted,  then,  to  cry  for  me,  but  we 
both  just  smiled  and  went  our  separate 
ways.  This  happened  two  years  ago.  I 
wonder  if  she  still  remembers. 


God  keeps  a gigantic,  cedar  finished 
toy  box  in  heaven.  All  the  fashionable 
people  of  notoriety  of  the  earth  who  die 
and  rise  to  heaven  are  allowed  to  play 
with  the  toys  in  His  toy  box.  There  are 
many  fun  things  to  do  and  enjoy  in  this 
treasure  chest. 

The  toys  and  games,  played  with  by 
the  souls  of  the  loved  and  respected 
leaders  of  Mother  Earth,  are  as  educa- 
tional as  they  are  exciting.  This  is  pri- 
marily due  to  the  fact  that  the  toys 
themselves  are  modeled  from  the  good 
and  profitable  persons,  events  and 
ideas  of  God  and  man.  This  denotes  a 
constructive  element  for  the  playful  en- 
joyment of  the  toys.  The  holy  souls  in 
heaven  are  naturally  acquainted  with 
the  operations  of  the  toys,  thereby 
deriving  the  fullest  pleasures  from 
them. 

Popular  toys  in  heaven  these  days 
are  tin  soldiers  and  war  games.  There 
are  stuffed  Audie  Murphy  dolls  that 
come  complete  with  plastic  medals. 
When  you  pull  the  ‘talk’  strings  in  their 
backs,  they  recite  famous  lines  from 
late  movie  westerns.  Trojan  horses  can 
be  built  from  constructive  tinker  toys 
and  paper  bags  full  of  sand,  and  red 
paint,  can  be  used  to  reconstruct  Nor- 
mandy beach  scenes.  Small,  white 
sugar  cubes  are  popular  for  arranging 
a replica  reminiscent  of  Arlington  Na- 
tional Cemetery.  The  most  widely  en- 
joyed of  these  war  games  in  heaven  is 
called  "Vietnam  Aggression”.  This  is  a 
game  for  two  people  and  is  played  on  a 
yellow  and  white  checker  board.  The 
object  of  the  game  is  to  ‘jump’  your 
opponent’s  men.  When  one  side  runs 
out  of  men,  it  loses,  thereby  giving  his 
opponent  a victory.  However,  if  the 
game  is  played  to  a stalemate,  where 


God’s  Toy  Box 
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neither  side  wins  or  loses,  it  is  called  a 
‘just  and  honorable  peace’,  nothing 
gained  and  nothing  lost. 

Self-destructive  toys  are  given  much 
attention  in  heaven.  One  of  them  is  a 
paper.  Japanese  airplane.  When 
thrown  through  the  air,  it  instinctively 
hits  a paper  boat  and  falls  apart.  There 
are  also  little  Marilyn  Monroe  dolls 
with  sleeping  pills  and  a Hemingway 
statue  that,  when  wound  up.  puts  a 
shotgun  in  its  mouth  and  pulls  the 
trigger.  Another  in  this  category  of  self- 
destruction  are  models  of  wealthy  bus- 
inessmen from  1929  New  York.  By  elec- 
trical processes,  the  Stock  Market 
crashes  and  the  models  hurl  them- 
selves from  the  windows  of  sky- 
scrapers. This  sport  is  especially  plea- 
surable to  the  frustrated  and  lonely 
souls  in  heaven. 

"Make  Your  Own  Important 
Decision”  is  a game  pleasantly  played 
by  toy  advocates.  The  reason  for  this  is 
because  the  player  is  allowed  to  play 
the  part  of  a variety  of  world  leaders 
making  a variety  of  important  world 
decisions.  For  instance,  you  can  be- 
come the  Pope  banning  the  pill,  or  an 
American  president  sending  arms  and 
military  aid  to  foreign  countries.  You 
can  escalate  wars  and  drop  bombs  on 
hapless  peasants  and  villages.  The 
most  gratifying  of  these  heavenly  past- 
times,  is  called  “How  To  End  A War  . 


The  object  in  winning  this  game  is  to 
display  world  power.  This  is  done  by 
either  destroying  a miniature  replica  of 

An  active  sport  which  the  majority  of 
people  with  healthy  credits  and  noble 
ideals  enjoy  centers  around  God’s 
passage  of  using  evil  to  produce  good. 
This  sport  is  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  be- 
cause it  allows  the  players  to  act  as  God 
in  history-making  moments.  Since  in 
heaven  anything  is  possible,  the  play- 
er can  cause  the  world  to  be  flooded  by 
rain.  A.  handful  of  prophets  is  saved. 
The  remaining  people,  animal,  and  na- 
ture are  obliterated.  You  can  drown  a 


huge  Egyptian  army  in  order  to  save  a 
‘pet’  chosen  people.  Or  the  player  can 
Hiroshima  or  ciphering  lethal  gas  into 
bathhouses,  known  in  heavenly  social 
circles  as  “the  spirit  of  Dachau.” 
allow  the  slaughter  of  defenseless  bab- 
ies knowing  that  His  son  will  survive, 
only  later  to  be  crucified  defenselessly 
anyway.  Fire  and  brimstone  can  be 
hailed  on  twin  cities  resembling  Sodom 
and  Gommorah,  destroying  them  and 
the  people  within  for  not  acting  in  the 
player’s  own  image  and  likeness.  But 
the  biggest  thrill  in  playing  God  is  to 
plant  a seed  in  a Virgin  and  thereby 
bring  a son  into  the  world.  Finally  and 
tragically,  you  step  aside  as  he  is  hung 
upon  a tree  and  dies,  in  many  cases,  for 
your  sins. 


Moral  to  this  story:  Let  us  all  become 
like  little  children;  or,  Who  says  there 
isn’t  a heaven  on  earth? 
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